The Mystery of Iniquity
Sin Conscious


God’s ways always produce.  God wants us to be God conscious and see ourselves the way he sees us.  We have an enemy of God’s ways.


Act 13:10  And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
A slight inclination to error misleads the whole church!


Gal 5:4  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 


Gal 5:5  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 


Gal 5:6  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 


Gal 5:7  Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? 


Gal 5:8  This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. 


Gal 5:9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 
      Galatians 5:9 Amp A little leaven [a slight inclination to error, or a few false teachers] leavens the whole lump [it perverts the whole conception of faith or misleads the whole church].

The mystery of iniquity is the perverted mystery of the gospel.


2Th 2:7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: . . . 


2Th 2:10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

Iniquity:  violation of the law, unrighteousness, to exert oneself in vain, come to naught, be of no value


Unrighteousness righteousness is everything that defines God’s character.  The focus is on God.  Unrighteousness is the opposite.  It defines man’s character when the focus is on man. 


The message Bible uses the work anarchy in place of iniquity in 2 Thes 2:7.  What does anarchy mean?  It occurs as no one recognizes the force in power and tries to establish themselves in it’s place.  There is no organization because each man is out for himself.  


The mystery of the gospel involves us seeing ourselves as one with the Father.  It involves the concept that we are his body and he is our filling.  The mystery of iniquiy separates us from God and causes us to see ourselves in a sin conscious manner.  The focus is on man a part from God and shame and bondage are the result.  It keeps us separated from the power that is our strength and instead the focus is on a form of godliness with no power.


2Ti 3:5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 


Rom 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 


Rom 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

The enemy comes against our unity or being “one with Him” because that is the source of our strength.

Eph 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

Spiritual wickedness Strong’s iniquity, to corrupt that which is sound


Corrupt-dictionary-to separate the component parts of the body so that it becomes weak


Eph 6:10  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
     Eph 6:10 Amp In conclusion be strong in the Lord [be empowered through your union with Him]: . . . . .

How does he do this?  Through deception in such a way that it looks like God’s plan.


2Th 2:4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

We are the temple of God.  He shows himself in such a way that we think it is God talking to us.  It is very subtle.  We would recognize an out and out lie.


He makes us think that his (God’s) focus is unrighteousness.  When the focus is shifted from God to man and man is responsible for proving that he is worthy for God to favor-it becomes an impossibility.  It did not work under the law and it won’t work now.

     Romans 7:18

     He poses as an angel of light.  It looks good.  It looks like the way to go.


2Co 11:14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 


2Co 11:15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

For the most part, religion’s approach to the gospel is a sin conscious approach.  It looks good and sounds right.  But, it can not produce what a God conscious approach does because it is a counterfeit.


 Mat 7:13  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 


Mat 7:14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 


Mat 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 

Do they think they are false prophets?  I don’t think so.  When it says they come in sheeps clothing, it means the message  looks good!


Mat 7:16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 


Mat 7:17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt [separate the component parts of a body] tree bringeth forth evil {has a harmful effect} fruit. 
When man’s condition becomes the focus of the gospel, the gospel becomes perverted in such a way that the fruit is altered.  God wants us to focus on our position, not our condition.

This scripture ties the straight and narrow gate concept together with the idea of preaching a sin conscious gospel.


Isa 29:20  For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch [Be on the lookout] for iniquity[unrighteousness} are cut off: 


Isa 29:21  That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth [to be right, correct] in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought [worthless, vain, having no capability of producing]. 
It all becomes connected as we read the next scripture.

Gal 3:2  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 


Gal 3:3  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 
We have been deceived with unrighteousness!  But, we think that it is the right way because we believe that it has come from God.

2Th 2:10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 


2Th 2:11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

Our concept of how we know God plays itself out in our lives.  God did not send the delusion, but we think what we know came from God so it becomes reality or truth to us.


Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 


Rom 1:19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 

And the fruit of our false belief is. . . .

2Th 2:12  That they all might be damned [experience condemnation, a calling into question] who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
How do we combat this?


2Th 2:7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 


2Th 2:8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 


2Th 2:9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 


You can read this and say that it is pertaining to the second coming, but it says that the enemy can hinder until he is taken out of the way or consumed with the spirit of his mouth [what has God said] and the brightness [manifestation] of his coming [being near, presence].  As you begin to recognize truth and draw near to God’s presence-become God conscious-the enemy loses his power to influence you.


Mat 15:13  But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 

